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Senate Majority Leader calls for formal 
investigation into Tax Tribunal 

Sikkema's informal review found issues that should be addressed 
 
Lansing - Senate Majority Leader Ken Sikkema today announced he has asked the Senate Finance 
Committee to hold a formal hearing on the operations of the Michigan Tax Tribunal. 
 
Sikkema and his staff have been reviewing the operations of the tribunal since early July when 
concerns were raised about the handling of an appeal by the Dow Chemical Co. Two of the tribunal's 
members sent a letter to Gov. Granholm referring to a "distressing issue" involving the tribunal 
chairman. 
 
“The accusations were serious and warranted consideration,” said Sikkema, R-Wyoming. “Our 
informal review of what has been occurring at the tribunal has raised some troubling issues that should 
be more fully explored in a formal setting.” 
 
Sen. Nancy Cassis, R-Novi, chairperson of the Finance Committee, is scheduling a hearing for Sept. 
20. Sikkema has asked Cassis to review a number of issues, including: 
 
- Judges illegally receiving compensation outside their position with the tribunal; 
- Unequal access to the tribunal for some attorneys; 
- Lack of oversight regarding the productivity of tribunal judges; 
- The increasing cost of business for taxpayers involved with tribunal cases; and 
- The unpredictability of opinions at the tribunal resulting in a poor reputation for Michigan as a good 
place to do business. 
 
"The Tax Tribunal is a vital component in ensuring the rights of taxpayers are not trampled upon. I 
said in July that we could not allow these accusations to be swept under the rug - that for everyone's 
best interest they needed to be reviewed," Sikkema said. "It’s clear to me now that was the right 
decision and the formal committee hearing is necessary. We must get to the bottom of what is 
happening over there." 
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